Oral cholecystographic findings and the incidence of wound infection after cholecystectomy.
Six hundred and sixty-one patients undergoing cholecystectomy were reviewed, and the over-all incidence of postoperative wound infection was found to be 18.6 per cent. Of the 274 patients who underwent cholecystography preoperatively, 150 were found to have functioning nonobstructed stone filled gallbladders. There were 12 postoperative wound infections in this group, 8 per cent. One hundred and twenty-four patients had nonfunctioning and obstructed gallbladders, 31 of whom, 25 per cent, had wound infections develop. The finding of an obstructed gallbladder upon oral cholecystography was associated with a high incidence of wound infection. This group should be considered for prophylactic antibiotics.